
Incoming students will be expected to read: 
 

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer 
By Mark Twain 

 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer follows the life of a boy growing up in St. Petersburg, Missouri.  Along 
with his boyhood friend Huckleberry Finn, Tom’s escapades are the source of humor, suspense, and 
excitement.   This study guide must be completed by the second day of school.   
 
After having read the book, answer the following questions. 
 
1. Which character in the book are you most like?  Why? 
 
 
 
 
2.  Write a brief description of the character of Tom Sawyer as seen by Aunt Polly, Sid, 
Huck Finn, and Becky Thatcher.  Why is Tom Sawyer considered the epitome of 
boyhood? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  Why does Tom want to be awarded a Bible?  How does the plan backfire? 
 
 
 
 
4.  How does Tom get in trouble with the pinch bug? 
 
 
 
5.  Describe Huck Finn as seen by the mothers of the town.  Describe Huck Finn as 
seen be Tom Sawyer.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
6.  What does the incident with the white washed fence tell you about Tom Sawyer?  
Discuss how this excerpt characterizes children.  Do you agree with the 
characterization?  Why or Why not? 
 
 
 
 
7.  What is Tom’s career choice as opposed to being President of the U.S.?  How does 
this help the reader characterize Tom? 
 
 
 
8.  What do Tom and Huck witness in the graveyard? 
 
 
9.  How does superstitions affect Tom Sawyer?  Explain using examples to show your 
ideas. 
 
 
 
 
10.  How do Tom and Huck come back from the dead? 
 
 
 
11.  List two superstitions of the adults in the book. 
 
 
 
12.  How does Tom show “nobility” in school? 
 
 
 
 
13.  Relate the incident of the “gilded dome.” 
 
 
 
 
 
14.  How do Huck and Tom help Muff Potter? 
 
 
 
 



15.  What was the “lair of Injun Joe?” 
 
 
 
 
16.  Why was the Widow Douglas threatened? 
 
 
 
17.  Defend the statement:  Aunt Polly has done a competent job of raising Tom. 
 
 
 
 
18.  Give two quotes from the book where Aunt Polly doubts her ability to raise Tom. 
 
 
 
 
 
19.  How do Tom and Huck regain respectability at the end of the book?  What happens 
to their newly acquired wealth? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Final Thoughts: 
 
Describe one particularly humorous scene in Tom Sawyer.  How did the author create 
humor in his story? 
 
 
 
 
 
What do you see as the author’s purpose in writing this book?  Why? 
 
 
 
 
Mark Twain is believed to be one of the most observant writers of all time.  Identify three 
things you learned about the historical period in which Tom lived.  Explain each. 
 



 
 
 
 
 


